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Thank You to Our Supporters
We are proud to acknowledge the following foundations, organizations and indiviudals whose generous
contributions between January 1, 2018 and September 1, 2019 helped us work towards a more just
and equitable society for young people.

Institutional Funders

Peace Partners and Colleagues
Peace Leader
Anonymous
Peace Partners

Chris G. Paliare
Peace Friends
Gordon Capern
The J and B Carroll Family Foundation
Jesin-Neuberger Charitable Foundation

Our Vision

Youth realizing their full potential and building
safe and peaceful communities.
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Our Mission

To increase the capacity of youth, schools,
communities, and the justice system to
communicate and manage conflict through
Peacebuilding dialogues.

Dear Reader
People on the frontlines (also known as “trusted
intermediaries”) provide help and services to people
every day.
At Peacebuilders, frontline staff and
volunteers deliver much needed support to young
people navigating the criminal justice system and
struggling at school. Our staff and volunteers are often
the first, and sometimes the only, resource young
people have when in conflict. Trusted intermediaries
play a crucial role in the justice and education systems,
but are often not recognized. They should be.
A 2018 report by the Law Foundation of Ontario,
‘Trusted Help: the role of community workers who
help people with legal problems’ provides insight into
the role of trusted intermediaries in providing legal
information and help to individuals with legal problems.
This Annual Report highlights the role of Peacebuilders
staff and volunteers as trusted intermediaries in our
justice and education systems.
In 2018-2019, Peacebuilders continued to expand our
impact. We launched three new programs as part of
our commitment to enhance young people’s access
to justice and education and to work towards a more
equitable society by advocating for the rights, needs,
and interests of young people and by producing public
education resources.
Our Youth Mentorship Program, funded by the City
of Toronto, and developed in partnership with Skylark
Children, Youth and Families, builds on the work of our
youth court diversion program, by offering a continuum
of support to our most underserved clients. This
program is more fully described in this Report on Page
4.
The second, our Restorative Schools Program, funded
by the Ontario Trillium Foundation Grow Grant, is a
3 year project is designed to further foster safe and

supportive environments for learning. By working in
partnership with teachers, school staff, community
organizations, families and volunteers, Peacebuilders
helps to strengthen relationships within the school
community as well as between schools and their
surrounding communities, and provides productive
alternatives to suspensions and expulsions.
These collaborations are essential if we are to increase
access to justice and education for young people in
Toronto, and if we are to reduce the numbers of young
people going into the school to prison pipeline.
Peacebuilders’ Public Education program, was
launched with new funding from the Law Foundation
of Ontario and produced by Prisma Light Ltd. The
animated informational Video, more fully described on
page 6, addresses questions posed by young people
and their families about restorative justice and diversion
programs.
We are inspired by the tremendous work of all those
who have participated in the production and delivery
of these programs, and especially by the commitment
of our young people, who remind us of what we can
accomplish when we work together. We also want to
thank you, our supporters and friends, as we continue
to build on our shared values and vision for more
inclusive and youth supportive communities.
Sincerely,

Eva Marszewski
Eva E. Marszewski, O.Ont, L.S.M
Founder
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Restorative Justice Programs
Peacebuilders works on the
frontlines providing holistic
services to young people in
the justice system.

When young people come into conflict with the
law, they often don’t know where to go for help.
Our staff and volunteers are at the front doors
of the justice system to make sure that young
people don’t have to go through it alone.
Referring clients to legal services, accompanying
them to court appearances, and helping young
people and their parents better understand the
justice process working with them to get their
charges withdrawn are just a few of the things
that our frontline staff do on a daily basis.
Peacebuilders’ new Youth Mentorship is a
client-centered case management Program
which provides holistic support to many of the

“I liked the Peacebuilders program.
There are lots of things I learned.
The court told me I had to go to
the Peacebuilders room and I met
Tiffany and Jerome and they sat
down with me and my mom and
they were just talking —telling us
what we needed to know.” –Youth,
17 years old

“Chucky was really supportive. When
I got arrested I wasn’t expecting
nobody to come, but he came to talk
to me and told me that he would help
me get into programming and stay
out of trouble and get something
productive with my day.”
-Youth, 15 years old

young people in the justice system and connects
them to services such as housing, education and
employment. With funds from the City of Toronto,
and in partnership with Skylark Children, Youth
and Families, the Youth Mentorship Program can
also help to reduce barriers to mental health and
counselling services.
Peacebuilders meets youth where they’re at and
helps them to move forward. By building trusting
relationships, Peacebuilders staff and volunteers
thus enhance access to justice for young people.
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In 2018

20

newly trained
volunteers

4

61

youth had
their charges
withdrawn before
trial
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101

youth referred to
Peacebuilders
court-diversion
program
2018 - 2019

1099 1200

free lunches were volunteer hours
provided to youth
appearing in court

Restorative Schools Programss
Peacebuilders works directly
in schools to help build safe
and supportive learning
environments.
In June 2019, Peacebuilders wrapped up a threeyear pilot project, funded by the Ontario Trillium
Foundation. In partnership with Justice for
Children and Youth, the Toronto District School
Board, and the Toronto Police Service, our
Youth Advisory and other community partners,
we designed, developed, implemented, and
evaluated an early diversion pilot project for
Toronto high schools. By embedding restorative
practices into high-schools to prevent and
intervene in school-based conflict, we worked to
change the way teachers, administrators, school
staff, students and families, thought about school
discipline and the school community.
Our project culminated in a report which contained
recommendations to schools, school boards, and
communities to help create a restorative school

culture and inform our ongoing engagements
with schools.
In February 2019, we launched a new three-year
project funded by the Ontario Trillium Foundation
to help us build on our school engagement and
identify ways in which our program can be scaled.
We do this by:
� Redefining and engaging the school community
� Creating a shared language and vision
� Capacity-building through trainings and
work-shops
� Facilitating restorative practices with students
and the school community
Working in partnership with the Toronto
District School Board, we want to establish a
commitment to restorative mindset and practices
with our partner schools. This means working
with all education and community partners —
from students and teachers, to hall monitors and
parents—to promote safe, inclusive, and caring
school environments.

“If I have a problem with a teacher,
Rachelle can help me resolve the
problem by setting up a circle with
the teacher. We’ll all be in the same
room together to speak about what
happened.” - Grade 10 student,
Central Technical School
Prisma Light Ltd. animation

In 2018 - 2019

3

schools adopted
restorative programs

80%

decrease in
suspensions at
Eastdale Collegiate
Institute

100

referrals to
Peacebuilders’
Restorative Schools
programs

1,000

students supported
by Peacebuilders’
Restorative Schools
programs
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Advocacy & Public Legal Education
Peacebuilders works to
enhance access to justice
for young people.

public safety, and improving outcomes for them,
their families and communities.
Peacebuilders Public Interest Articling Fellow
initiated research into the history and use
of restorative justice and its relationship to
Indigenous justice in Canada. A longer term
project will examine the origins and applications
of peacemaking circles by indigenous Canadian
communities and the use of peacebuilding circles
within widely diverse urban communities.

In late 2017, Peacebuilders held consultations
with respect to plans to build a Toronto
Courthouse amalgamating 3 youth courts into
a new adult criminal court. Youth, families,
community members participated.
In 20182019, With funding from the Laidlaw Foundation,
Peacebuilders undertook a community-based
research project on young people’s experiences in
Toronto’s youth courts. consulting with over 150
youth, parents, families, frontline workers, and
justice professionals about how Toronto’s youth
courts are working for young people in conflict.

Finally, also this year, Peacebuilders contracted
with Prisma Light Ltd, to create an animated video
about restorative justice—what it is, how it works,
and how young people in conflict with the law can
benefit from a restorative justice approach as an
alternative to rial. Funded by the Law Foundation
of Ontario, the video provides much needed
information about how restorative justice works
in the youth justice system and its availability
through community organizations across Ontario.
Images from this video have been used to create
the cover of this Report as well as to illustrate
Peacebuilders’ three program areas.
These
amazing drawings were created by Linda Hendry.
The animation was produced by Al Piazza.

One of the major findings of the report was the
importance of trusted intermediaries. We heard
repeatedly, both from those experiencing the
youth justice system and those working within
it, how front-line workers and volunteers from
community-based organizations help to improve
youth justice services and outcomes, providing
invaluable resources to meet the goals of the Youth
Criminal Justice Act. Such assistance includes
help in identifying the most appropriate resources
available to support young person’s rehabilitation
and reintegration.
Based on these consultations and research, the
final report offers more than 20 recommendations,
to enable youth courts to more effectively
address young people’s justice issues thereby
also supporting the reduction of crime, increase
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In 2018 - 2019

11

parents consulted on
their experiences in
youth court
6

12

justice professionals
consulted on youth
court
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59

frontline workers
consulted on youth
court

2018 - 2019

75

young people
consulted on their
experiences in court

Who We Are
Founder & CEO

Board of Directors

Eva E. Marszewski, O.Ont, L.S.M

Jill Blakey
Maureen Callahan
Michael Ceccarelli
Muna Chowdhury
Althea Coke
Adam Delva
Paul Dempsey
Jordan Eizenga
Andrew Freedman
Geoffrey Goad
Dorion Kingsmill
Trish Nixon

Honourary Patrons
The Right Honourable Michaëlle Jean
C.P., C.C., C.M.M., C.O.M., C.D.
27th Governor General and
Commander-in-Chief of Canada
(2005-2010)
The Honourable Louise Arbour
C.C., G.O.Q., Senior Counsel,
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP

Council of Advisors

The Honourable Warren K. Winkler
O.C., O.Ont., Q.C., L.L.D. (Hon.)
Former Chief Justice of Ontario

Professor Kathy Bickmore
Professor Anthony Doob, C.M., F.R.S.C.
Barbara Murray
Paul Stoyan
Barry Stuart
Ryan Teschner

The Honourable Roy McMurtry
O.C., O.Ont.
Former Chief Justice Ontario

Our Staff
Sara Fruchtman
Manager, Public Policy, Research and
Communications

Ali Belisle
Restorative Schools Coordinator
Rachelle Bloomfield
Restorative Schools Coordinator

Leah Horzempa
Public Interest Articling Fellow

Phillip Chuck Jr.
Youth Mentorship Coordinator

Erica Lalonde
Restorative Schools Programs Manager

Jody Dunn
Restorative Justice Programs Manager

Moheen Lombard
Restorative Schools Engagement Facilitator

Laura Sardella
Youth Justice and Advocacy Lawyer
Asad Siddiqui
Office & Events Administrator
Ann Tang
Office Manager
Tiffany Taylor
Youth Diversion & Volunteer Coordinator

Jerome Mattison
Youth Diversion Coordinator

Financial Highlights
Revenue
Donations
Foundations
Fundraising & Events
Government Grants
Expenditures
Programs
Fundraising & Events
General & Administrative
Public Awareness
Deficiency of revenue over expenditures for the year

2017

2018

193,462
163,366
390,926
165,834
913,589

304,936
160,367
703,719
236,688
1,405,710

732,326
162,147
196,247
11,268
1,101,987

856,512
411,727
133,779
26,801
1,428,819

(188,400)

(23,109)
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Peacebuilders International (Canada)
585 Dundas St. E., Suite 300 Toronto, ON M5A 2B7
Charitable Number 83877 6524 RR0001
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